Presentation: «Russian traditional arts and crafts as a part of contemporary tourism»
1. Ladies and gentlemen, let me greet you on behalf of the craftsmen of a small Russian town Semyonov, which is proudly known as “The Capital of Golden Khokhloma”.

2. Our town is distinguished from many others by its production. For five centuries already, our land has been famous for its Khokhloma painting craft. You can see our painting even high in the sky - one of our painters decorated British Airways plane’s tale.

3. So where is the town of Khokhloma located? It’s in Nizhny Novgorod region, 77 km far from the city of Nizhny Novgorod. The population of Semyonov is 49 thousand people. There are 16 regions and 3 major cities (Moscow, Kazan, Nizhny Novgorod) within the radius of 500km. You can easily get to Semyonov from Nizhny Novgorod by car or public transport (1-hour drive), or by helicopter (10 min.). Our foreign guests prefer helicopters. It will be a pleasure for us to paint your helicopter in Khokhloma style.

4. Semyonov is the only town named after its craftsman. There is a statue of Semyon, spoon maker, who started this type of crafts in the area. In the photo you see the spoon market at the end of the 19th century.

5. Throughout its history “Golden Khokhloma” has produced more than 1 billion painted wooden spoons, 170 million only in 1920.

6. It may seem that wooden spoons are out of fashion now, but surprisingly last year our factory produced more than 1 million of these spoons and all of them were sold out. Here you can see our factory.

7. Khokhloma painting started in Kerzhenets woods in the 17th century. Old Believers, who lived there, started to make wooden dishes and decorate them with golden paint which previously was used only in icon painting. This technology has been passed from one generation to another, and our factory has been keeping it for about 100 years.

8. As our factory is the bearer of national culture and traditions, we have introduced the program to popularize this craft with tourists. Thus we have built two museum complexes, trained tour guides, equipped the halls for workshops, and developed interactive excursions. In the picture is one of our museums.

9. Except Khokhloma our factory is famous for Semyonov matryoshka dolls. They’re extremely popular. During the first six days of the Olympic Games in Sochi there were sold 87 thousand matryoshka dolls.

10. Due to a very successful development program as the “Capital of Golden Khokhloma” the Semyonovsky region has managed the construction of 2 housing projects, 4 hotels, 5 shopping centers, 6 cafes and restaurants, 8 new production factories, 11 supermarkets. 

11. One more tourist landmark of the town is a unique street plan of the historical part. Semyonov is called a town of 5 squares. It is very pleasant and interesting to walk there. This town plan was signed by Catharine the Great herself.
12. For the last 15 years Semenov has been hosting International festival “Golden Khokhloma”. In 2013 there were 13000 guests, 600 craftsmen, among them 118 entrepreneurs and 21 factories. We consider this event the main tourist attraction of the year.
13. In 2014 a big delegation of leading designers from Japan visited the festival. Nobody can stay indifferent to these handmade art pieces filled with warmth of our artists.

We would like to invite you to participate in our next festival “Golden Khokhloma” which will take place June 5-6, 2015.

14. The uniqueness of our factory (half of the 1000 staff is artists), the beauty of the divine nature, ecological pureness, preserved atmosphere of original antiquity make our town attractive for the tourists. We are working with many tourist companies which organize the Volga river tours, bus tours from Moscow and Nizhny Novgorod.

15-16. Modern trends, creative approaches to tour design and event management contribute to the increase of tourist flow.
17. In the period of 2008-13 there has been steady development of tourism in the area which has already brought certain results. The most impressive achievement is the increased profit from tourism. Six years ago annual revenue was 120 thousand roubles, which actually was brought by the local museum only. Last year tourism increased local budget by 40 mln roubles. The profits rocketed 333 times! Now the regular flow of tourists is 70 thousand tourists which makes 2 tourists per a local person. This number will certainly grow up to 100 thousand people very soon.
18. I would like to take this opportunity and on behalf of our factory “Khokhlomskaya Rospis” invite you to visit the “Capital of Golden Khokhloma” and enjoy the talent of our artists and craftsmen. The smallest part of our assortment you can see here at the exhibition. We are happy to welcome all the quests! 

Thank you for your attention.  
